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I am here today to speak in favor of HB 5171.  Mid-year reductions are extremely disruptive to 

Connecticut’s towns and the services they provide their residents particularly when towns like 

Coventry, operating on very tight budgets have already expended about 50% of those budgets. 

In November of 2017, after waiting for the legislature to act on the State Budget, Coventry 

adopted its budget for 2017-2018 at referendum. This adopted budget, which was lower than the 

prior year’s budget of 2016-2017, still required a .8 mil tax increase due to reductions in State 

aid.  Less than a few weeks after adoption of this budget, we received the Governor’s holdbacks 

of almost $750,000 - one mil in Coventry is $937,758.  Rather than do a mid-year tax increase, 

among other things, we froze our Capital Budget, delayed hiring of replacement positions, and 

made further cuts to the budget.  We are now in the process of preparing our 2018-2019 budget; 

and the experience of the past two years and severe reductions in State aid make this an even 

more difficult task than usual.   

My fear is that without the passage of HB 5171, mid-year reductions will become the norm 

rather than the exception; so I urge you to move this bill forward and support its adoption.  I 

would like to introduce Coventry’s Town Manager, John Elsesser, to speak further on this Bill.   


